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The Blessing of Epiphany Water & Chalk - Part 2 of 2
The Blessing of Epiphany Water, continued

EXORCISM AGAINST SATAN AND THE APOSTATE ANGELS

We cast thee out, every unclean spirit, every devilish power,
every assault of the infernal adversary, every legion, every
diabolical group and sect, by the Name and power of our Lord
Jesus & Christ, and command thee to fly far from the Church of
God and from all who are made to the image of God and
redeemed by the Precious Blood of the Divine Lamb . Presume
never again, thou cunning serpent, to deceive the human race, to
persecute the Church of God, nor to strike the chosen of God and
sift them as wheat . For the Most High commands thee, = He to
Whom thou didst hitherto in thy great pride presume thyself equal;
He Who desireth that all men might be saved, and come to the
knowledge of truth. God the Father ® commandeth thee! God the
Son " commandeth thee! God the Holy & Spirit commandeth
thee! The majesty of Christ commands thee, the Eternal Word of
God made flesh, = Who for the salvation of our race, lost through
thy envy, humbled Himself and was made obedient even unto
death; Who built His Church upon a solid rock, and proclaimed
that the gates of hell should never prevail against her, and that He
would remain with her all days, even to the end of the world! The
Sacred Mystery of the Cross " commands thee, as well as the
power of all Mysteries of Christian faith! % The most excellent
Virgin Mary, Mother of God ¥ commands thee, who in her
lowliness crushed thy proud head from the first moment of her
Immaculate Conception! The faith of the holy Apostles Peter and
Paul and the other apostles ® commands thee! The blood of the
martyrs commands thee, as well as the pious intercession ¥ of
holy men and women!

Therefore, accursed dragon and every diabolical legion, we
adjure thee by the living  God, by the true = God, by the holy &
God, by the God Who so loved the world that He gave His Sole-
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish,
but shall have life everlasting — cease thy deception of men and
thy giving them to drink of the poison of eternal damnation; desist
from harming the Church and fettering her freedom! Get thee
gone, Satan, founder and master of all falsity, enemy of mankind!
Give place to Christ in Whom thou didst find none of thy works;
give place to the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church which
Christ Himself bought with His Blood! Be thou brought low under
God’s mighty hand; tremble and flee as we call upon the holy and
awesome name of Jesus, before Whom hell trembles, and to
Whom the Virtues, Powers, and Dominations are subject; Whom
the Cherubim and Seraphim praise with unfailing voices, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord God of Hosts!

The cantors sing the following Antiphon and Canticle:

ANTIPHON

Today the Church is espoused to the heavenly Bridegroom, for
in the Jordan Christ washes her sins: the Magi hasten with gifts to
the regal nuptials, and the guests are gladdened with water
become wine, alleluia.

CANTICLE OF ZACHARY  Luke 1. 68-79

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * for He hath visited and
redeemed His people,

And hath raised up the Abundance of salvation for us * in the
lineage of David His servant.

Thus He foretold by the mouth of His holy prophets * who have
been from times ancient;

That we might be saved from our enemies — * from the hand of
all that hate us.

Now is granted the mercy promised to our fathers, *
remembering His holy covenant;

And the oath which He swore to Abraham our father * that He
would extend to us;

That we, delivered from the hand of our enemies, * might serve
Him without fear,

Living in holiness and righteousness * before Him all our days.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * for
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation to His people — * the remission
of their sins,

Through the bounteous mercy of our God * in which the Orient
from on high hath visited us,

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death, * to direct our feet into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father. * As it was in the beginning.

Or instead of the above, the “Magnificat” (Luke 1. 46-55) may be
chosen. At the end of either, the Antiphon given above is repeated.
Then the celebrant sings:

¥ The Lord be with you.
R And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

O God, Who by the guidance of a star didst this day reveal thy
Sole-Begotten Son to the Gentiles, grant that we who now know
Thee by faith may be brought to the contemplation of Thy
heavenly majesty. Through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who
liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God,
eternally.

R Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE WATER
¥ Our help is in the name of the Lord.
R Who made heaven and earth.

From here on the Exorcism of Salt and the prayer that follows it;
the Exorcism of Water and the two prayers that follow it; the
Mixing of the Salt and Water; and the Concluding Prayer are the
same texts as the standard Blessing of Holy Water that was printed
in the October 5, 2008 edition of this column.

The celebrant then sprinkles the people with the blessed water.
Lastly, the “Te Deum” is sung.

The blessed water is then given to the faithful who will use it to
bless the sick and their homes.

Comments? Ideas for a future column? Please e-mail tridnews @ stjosaphatchurch.org. Previous columns are available at www.stjosaphatchurch.org




